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Abstract

This research aims to study the development and incumbencies of the Twelve Tonal Language
Songs and Tonal Language Percussion. The Concept and theory of Ethnomusicology was the principle
implement to collect data for this study. In particular, the field study focuses on observation by
participating in the traditional music play. Moreover, an in-depth interview method with the music
instructors, musicians, music scholars and audiences is the primary source of a research information.
As the result of the study, the Twelve Tonal Language Songs is a series of the language songs which
were composed by the traditional music instructors through imitation of tonal language and musical
culture of other countries, tribes and races that have a long involvement with Thailand for a long time
such as, Thai, China, Cambodia, Taloong, Myanmar, Mon, Laos, Ngiaw, Kha, Yaun, Farang and
Kheak. At the establishment, the songs were played only with instruments. However, after some period
the lyrics were also added to the performance. They were continuously played as a series of songs and
called “Oak-pasa” which is normally played in the traditional songs or at the end of Pleng-Yai. Besides
the songs, tonal language percussion or percussions is a notable characteristic of the Twelve Tonal
Language Songs and represent language identity and ethnic music explicitly. Tonal language percussion
is the percussion of each tribe, or race that is used to play tonal language and more than 20 instruments
are comprised in the performance. Some of the instruments were conveyed from the original region and
some instruments were imitations. In the performance, the tonal language percussion, the instruments,
tune, and rhythm are usually charged depending on the tonal language song. Furthermore, rhythm
pattern,tune, tempo and melody were adapted to Thai traditional song harmoniously. Obviously, this
composition and integration generate the Twelve Tonal Language Songs to be miscellaneous in rhythm
tune and tempo. In summary, integration of tonal language percussion to Thai traditional music does
not only elucidate the identity of each tribe or race, but it also depicts the attainment and expertise of
the traditional music instructors who combined and composed the songs from different regions
harmoniously.

Keywords: Twelve Tonal Language Song, Tonal Language Song, Tonal Language Percussions,
Percussions
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